[Necrotic arachnidism in the south of France: two clinical cases of loxoscelism].
loxosceles spiders are found throughout the world and are responsible for numerous cases of envenomation in America and Southern Europe. We describe, to our knowledge for the first time in France, two clinical cases of cutaneous loxoscelism. two cases of skin necrosis arising after supposed spider bites were grouped together because of their similar clinical presentation: an initial painless bite and rapid development of an inflammatory and painful cutaneous lesion with a central hemorrhagic bulla surrounded by a perimeter of blanched skin (the "red, white, and blue" sign). The outcome in both cases was deep skin necrosis and chronic ulceration requiring surgical treatment. loxoscelism can result in dermonecrosis. Although our cases were not documented by capture of the spider, the diagnosis of cutaneous loxoscelism was supported by the characteristic appearance of the lesion, a typical clinical course, elimination of differential diagnoses, and the confirmed presence of Loxosceles rufescens in the region. loxoscelism can occur in the south of France and although rare, must be considered in this region as a possible cause of skin necrosis.